Introduced by Council Member Jones: 

RESOLUTION 2013-407
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND MOURNING THE PASSING OF J.T. TOWNSEND; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, during a football game in the fall of 2004, J.T. Townsend, a hard-hitting safety and defensive captain of the Episcopal School Eagles was paralyzed by a spinal cord injury suffered on a seemingly innocuous play against cross-town rival Bishop Kenny High School; and


WHEREAS, while the injury ended J.T.’s athletic career, it barely diminished his enthusiasm and love of life, and he threw himself into rehabilitation and adjustment to a new way of life with gusto and determination; and


WHEREAS, regaining his mobility through the use of a specialized wheelchair, J.T. Townsend was admitted to the University of North Florida where he recently earned his bachelor’s degree in sports management; and 


WHEREAS, since his injury J.T. has become a symbol of hope and perseverance in the Jacksonville community, attracting well-wishes from the Jacksonville Jaguar organization and from area golf hero Fred Funk, whose “Funk’s Punks” fan club raised funds to help retrofit the Townsend home to accommodate his mobility needs; and


WHEREAS, as part of his giving back to the community as a show of thanks for their support of him, the young man started the J.T. Townsend Foundation in 2011 to raise and distribute funds to provide medical equipment and other assistance to persons with disabilities in Northeast Florida; and

WHEREAS, it was with great sadness that the City Council recently learned of the untimely passing of J.T. Townsend, and the Council wishes to acknowledge J.T.’s life and accomplishments; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and mourns the untimely passing of J.T. Townsend, and extends to his family and many friends and admirers the City’s deepest sympathies for the loss of this outstanding young man.  His example of faith, courage and positive spirit will remain a shining inspiration for all who had the great pleasure to know him.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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